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[1. NAME

C ONNMTN:

The Rigbic lfousc
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This frame and stouc onc-und-a-half story structurc in two parts faces sontg
in a grove of oak trces on a platcau west of the Susquehanna River sontheast

B

¥

t

+

of BCTRIC}. It is notable for the cxauisitely nanelled interior and the

munevenly-pitched roof of the frame section, and for the long low cast wine.

The larger west scction of frame, weatherboarded, is almost square. Now
three bavs by three, with windows 9 lights over o, its peaked Toof ridyc-

line Tuns cast-west with a large brick chinmey rvising inside the west gable.

The south slope of the roof has three sharply peaked dormers over windows

~6 lights over 9. The north slope, less steep, oxtends over a Tomg navrow
i north room that was once two small roows. (Ipstairs a long dormer now
“enlarges the north bedroom.)

Pestored in 1931 to what was belicved to he its condition in 1781, we find

now that it had already been altered at the carly date from its ortainal

.1ape and it can be surmised that this change took place, perhaps, as car

as 1752.

This frame scction contains some very fine woodwork. The living room is

fully panelled. with an exceptionully rich molding around the panecls.  The
trcatment over the fireplace between the two west windows has raised ficld-

ed panels above a handsome latc (corgian mantel. A staircasc with carved

step-cnds and a walnut railing rises to the north along the east wall, turns

at a landing in the corner, and continues in ouc wore small flicht to 1hc

Iv

d 1 SN

sccond floor. The dining room to the north, has one wall of raiscd panclin.

& long low wing runs east, one rToom deep. The first room has stonc walls
aver two feet thick. A central chimney rises from a huge cooking fire-

place with its crane still in place bchind the wide brick hearth. A wind-
ing staircasc in the fireplace-wall leads to a swnll hedroom under the low

caves. Tooms east of this old kitchen werc built in 1931 for a wodern
Lkitchen and laundry.

of the windowless west wall to the northwest corner of the roon. This
confirms ienry Chandlee Forman's plan view  of the house (sec copy of his
<ietch on continuation sheet #1). This change was made in the latce 18th
century. The clegant smaller fireplace in the present west wall and thoe
w0 windows beside it arc remembered by our contemporary members of the
1oncs family who lived in the honsc in the late 1800's. There scems to
have been only moderate wealth among the preccding owners until we go
back as far as James Righic in the 1750's, 60's and 70's when the living
roorn was uscd as a courtroom.

1
(Easton, Marvland: By the Author, 1934) p. 124.

licavy masonry supports in the cellar indicatc a larger fireplace than that
xisting in the living room. This arched support extends across two-thirvds !

llenry Chandlce Forman, lLarly Manor and I'lant: ation lnonses of Maryiand

fsec contirnation sheet Kl
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_| Prehistornic Engineciing i Religion Phi. SERCL e
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_ Agniculiure ' Invention . Science
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Comnierce Literatore tari
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The Rigbic llouse vwas twice the scenc of Iwportant events in our countirv's
listory, In April 1781 Lafavette's officers gielled a mntiny that miennt
have preventced his army of Mew Fngland troops, who had been headed howe-
ward, from turning south again to join fiencral Greene and Generial Wasi-
ington gt Yorktown. in which case that battle might ncver have heen
fouzht.” Larlicr it had been one ol a serics of forest oulposts fort-
ified agalust the indians and representing Lord Baltimorce's claim of 1032
to land extending north to the 40th purallel, a claim disputed i€ty vear-

lJater by William Tenn (1682) until tne Tfason Dixon line was scot. in 1767.°

This is the manor housc of hilip's Purchasc, 2,000 acres willed to
Nathan Righic by his grand{ather Thomas Tench of Annapolis.  Riehic sett!
cd here before 1752, having sold off three smaller tracts to Thowmas long s
(1728) . Gerrold liopkins (1728) and llenry Coale (1731). ile ruiscd tobace .
shipping his crop to Lngland by way of Lis warchousce at the nort of
Lapidimm. l1lc had a store along the road {rom Joppa to Bald Fviar (prohabl.
at the fork of the road to Lapidum at Darlington). In partnerships et
sacob Giles and John tlalle of Cranberry he built and operated the Cumncr-
land irorge on Deer Crecek just above Stafford. And he is beliceved to b
built a gristmill at Wilson's Mill on Deer Creck on o tract called arlorv's
Chance deeded to his son James in 1743, one of the earliest wills in
Harford County. In 1735 he was commissioned Colonel in the Cavalry of
Baltimore (now jiarford) County, and given the additional responsibilite
three years later of an appointment as !Hieh Sheriff,

Jomes Rigbic, Mathan's cldest son, inherited this property at his iather's
death in 1752, along with some of his judiciary and military powers.
Captain of thne Mlitia and High SheriI'f of Baltimore (now larford) Conmts
he Is thought to have built the clegant frame section of the honse or
perhaps rebuilt the interior using the nanclled living voom as his comnd
room, lere Ceneral Lafayvette was received in 1787, his troop: cool ¢l

2t the hoge fureplace g the old Kiteaen, their mntiny ol that nigeht !
resolved the next morning.

Owned in later vears by the Recd, Nelson, and Jones familices, the hiictors
of the housce was re-discovered in 1931 by .t Alexis Shriver of the Hartor
Hivtorical Soctety . who persuaded the ovners ta clear ol 0 the piaster
covering the panclled interior for a celehration of the 150th anniversae
of Seneral lafavette's visit,

{(see continuation sheet 1Y)
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evaluated accordine to the c-iteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
Jevel of sapmbicance of thas noennatien e
National |} State 1} T.ocalt ||

’

I x H

Name ~

Orlando Ridout 1V

Tatle

State Prescervation Officer
for “aryland

e o eni ] @Al o JNT 5

1 hereby certify that this property 15 included 1 the

Netional Register

Dereetac, Olhee of Archeotogy aod Hestora Thieccnafon

fhate

ATTEST:

—_I;;-T-TI-:-' I:I 7'7.7 IV.',:...::'.TI-\:.-,-.-.:.-.

Trater

e —— — e ————— s - o r— e o

[P SNV FETEY

SINSIS

N

IL2nyLs

SNO




“\

Ay UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR [y T em—nt=——— == 3
JJuly 1969) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ' o mrvland 7‘p{ﬁ-.? .
0 NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES |county
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM L Jaseseos]
. FORNEY 1 Oty
3 N RN T PR i ° 50
(Continuation Sheot) ) ———f—'-ﬁ S e

LeNember all entries)

:
1}

The Iigbice ilouse
"rhilip's Purchase"

No. ~. Signifance Continucd.

The property is now well maintained By Jdohn k. Clark, Esqaire, o jractic-
ing lawyver. a member of e ford Connty's Edncational Fonndation. o
trustee of the Marviand Envivonmental Trust. and a rounder and trusteo

vUothe Narviand Historical Trust.

'Y

- Walter W. Preston, tlistory of Harford Connty (Baltimore, avviand:
fress of the Sum Book OFffice, 1901), . 138-1.13.

Samueel Mason. lHistorical Sketches of Harford County, (barlinston,
Sarvland . By the Author, 1940) T A7-50.

No. O Major Bibliographical Leferences

wricht, C. Milton. Onr lmford Heratace. By the Aathor, 1960,
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Guest N
Dining
Kitchen

Living new kitchen wing

Rigbie llousc

{Traced from Forman's
Farly iManor § Plantatioyg

ilouscs in aryviand.)

Dining a
New 5
Kitchen Kitchen j
) !
Living wing

Righie licusc
As Pestored in 1931 |
(Sketched from Forman's
drawing in Earviy Manor §
Plant .'ll..lﬂ.li HOnses b Tty Fand




sRAPHS MAY BE ADDED ON SHEET OF SAME SIZE

SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION AND PHOT'

1. STATE Maryland
countY  Harford

TOWN Da" l i ngton VICINITY
STREET NO.

ORIGINAL OWNER

Nathan Rigbie

ORIGINAL USE Dwelling

PRESENT OWNER John E. Clark
PRESENT USE Dwel ling

WALL CONSTRUCTIONFpame and stone
NO. OF STORIES I=-1/2

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

INVENTORY HA -
2. NAME Rigbie House
DATE OR PERIOD 1732 - 1750
STYLE Colonial
ARCHITECT
BUILDER

3. FOR LIBRARY OF CONGRESS USE

and three bays deep.

owner, as a dining room,

across the front facade.
sash dormer windows.

(continued on page 2)

5. PHYSICAL CONDITION OF STRUCTURE Endangered

4. NOTABLE FEATURES, HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE AND DESCRIPTION

The Rigbie House is situated on a hill.

contains the open staircase.
and gives distinction to both the room and staircase.
the "great room"™ is a long narrow room used by the present

OPEN TO PUBLIC NO

It is three bays wide

The slate roof is a “catslide” under
which the main section entrance door is centered.
floor level windows have 9 over 9 window sash, and shutters.
There are three pedimented roof dormers with 6 over 6 sash and
the rear facade has a large shed dormer.

The first

The “great room”, panelled to the ceiling on all the walls,
This woodwork is of fine quality

Behind

An earlier kitchen wing is I=1/2 stories, the flat roof of
which is topped by a railing; and a screened porch extends

The wing roof contains two 6 over 6
The siding of the wing is beaded shiplap,
but there is, reputedly, stone beneath this wood sheathing.

Interior Exterior

@ 6. LOCATION MAP (Plan Optional)

7. PHOTOGRAPH

8. PUBLISHED SOURCES (Author, Title, Pages)
INTERVIEWS, RECORDS, PHOTOS, ETC.

See Page 2

9. NAME, ADDRESS AND TITLE OF RECORDER

Michael 0. Bourne
Maryland Historical Trust

paTe ofF Recorc  March | i, 1968




HA - 4
Rigbie House
Harford County

Page 2

A Harford County Historical Society marker reads:

d Lafayette
at
Col. Rigbie’s House

Had Lafayette failed in queling the
mutiny of his troops here on Friday
April 13, 1781 the Battle of
Yorktown might never have been
fought.”

Item 8, Published Sources

Forman, Henry Chandlee

Early Manor and Plantation Houses

of Maryland, 1934
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